
William Lovett became the leader of the Moral Force 
Chartists in the 1830s, using writing, speeches, education and 
peaceful demonstrations to achieve political reform. He was 
born in Cornwall in 1800 and raised as a Methodist Christian. 
Lovett moved to London to expand his work opportunities in 
1821 and soon begun to attend evening classes at the London 
Mechanics’ Institute. Here, he met radical publishers and 
abandoned his Methodist beliefs. Over time, Lovett joined 
more and more organisations focused on trade and the 
cooperative sharing of knowledge and resources. 

In 1831, William Lovett’s name was drawn for service in the 
London Militia. He refused to serve or pay for a substitute to 
take his place. As a punishment, all of his household goods 
were seized. Lovett started a successful campaign against the 
Militia with the slogan of “No Vote, No Musket”. 

Lovett decided that parliamentary reform was now the most 
important issue facing working people and joined the National 
Union of the Working Classes (NUWC). In March 1832, he was 
arrested during a peaceful demonstration, but released 
without charge. In June 1836 he helped form the London 
Working Men’s Association (LMWA). At one meeting in 1838 
they drew up a Charter of political demands. Lovett became 
the leader of the group known as the Chartists. 

In 1839 Lovett was arrested for making a speech in 
Birmingham. The authorities claimed that his description of the 
Metropolitan police as a “blood thirsty and unconstitutional 
force” was seditious libel. Lovett was found guilty and 
sentenced to 12 months in Warwick Goal. Lovett’s prison 
sentence severely damaged his health, forcing him to 
recuperate in Cornwall. When he returned to London, he 
opened a bookseller’s shop. He decided to retire from politics 
after being constantly attacked and criticised for his leadership 
of the Chartists. He continued to run his bookshop, wrote 
school textbooks and taught evening classes. He died in 
extreme poverty in August 1877. 

William Cuffay played a key role in the Chartist movement in 
London in the 1840s. Cuffay was mixed-race, the son of a 
White English woman from Kent and a former-enslaved Black 
man from St.Kitts (a British colony). He was born with a 
deformed spine and shin bone in 1788.

Cuffay became a successful London tailor but was dissatisfied 
with his working conditions and went on strike in 1834, 
demanding a ten-hour workday from April to July and an eight-
hour day during the rest of the year. He also demanded higher 
pay. The strike failed, Cuffay was sacked and 
subsequently blacklisted from employment. Undeterred, in 
1839, Cuffay helped to form the Metropolitan Tailors' Charter 
Association. He was elected first to the Chartist Metropolitan 
Delegate Council in 1841 and onto the National Executive of 
the Chartists in 1842.

Cuffay was one of the organisers of the large Chartist rally on 
Kennington Common on 10 April 1848, but was dismayed by 
the timidity of other leaders, who had rejected the idea that 
the rally should be a show of force. Cuffay's radical faction 
soon became involved in plans for a display of "physical force”, 
known as the Physical Force Chartists.

Whilst involved in more violent tactics to achieve the vote, 
Cuffay was betrayed by a government spy. He was arrested 
and convicted of preparing acts of arson, intended as a signal 
for the planned armed uprising. He was sentenced to 21 years 
of correctional transportation to Tasmania and spent the rest 
of his life there. Though he was pardoned three years after his 
conviction, Cuffay elected to stay in Tasmania, working as a 
tailor and involving himself in local politics. He continued to 
organise and agitate for democratic rights in Tasmania until he 
died in 1870, at the age of 82. Although Cuffay died in poverty, 
seven Australian newspapers in three states – Tasmania, New 
South Wales and Victoria – published obituaries, showing that 
his work was remembered after his death

Elizabeth Hanson was a key figure in the Chartist movement in the 
1830s, actively campaigning for women to increase their political role 
in society and to support the idea of universal suffrage. 

She was born in Elland, near Halifax, in 1797 and became politically 
active after she was angered by the passing of the Poor Law 
Amendment Act in 1834. This Act stated that women were 
dependents of their husbands and did not acknowledge the 
contributions that women made to the family income themselves.  

At a meeting in February 1838, Elizabeth suggested that women 
should join together to form political organisations in order to ensure 
that they had a role in informing policy. Elizabeth’s husband Abram 
was a prominent Chartist in Elland and, as an extension, Elizabeth 
created the Elland Female Radical Association in March 1838 
stating ’It is our duty, both as wives and mothers, to form a Female 
Association, in order to give and receive instruction in political 
knowledge, and to co-operate with our husbands and sons in their 
great work’. She became one of the movement's most effective 
speakers and one newspaper reported she "melted the hearts and 
drew forth floods of tears".

Elizabeth and her fellow members attempted to improve their 
political knowledge by attending evening-classes so that they were 
better equipped to fight for the suffrage of the working classes.

In 1839 Elizabeth gave birth to a son, who she named after Feargus
O’Connor, the leader of the Physical Force Chartists. She continued 
to be involved in the campaign for universal suffrage. Abram Hanson 
acknowledged the importance of Elizabeth’s work, saying "the 
women who are the best politicians, the best revolutionists, and the 
best political economists... should the men fail in their allegiance the 
women of Elland, who had sworn not to breed slaves, had registered 
a vow to do the work of men and women.”

After 1840 Elizabeth was less active in the Chartist movement. This 
was probably because of having a very young son to look after. 
However, as late as 1852 Elizabeth was sending small donations to 
Chartist causes.








